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THE   HOME   OF   MANKIND

Meanwhile Australia enjoys the distinction of having been,
next to Africa, the most difficult continent to explore. By the
beginning of the nineteenth century her three main divisions were
fairly well understood. There was the tableland of the west,
which had an average altitude of 2000 feet, although in some
spots it rose as high as 4000 feet This tableland was also the

THE PEARL DIVER

gold land of the west, but it had no harbours and only one city
of any importance, Perth. Then there were the eastern highlands,
very ancient mountain-ranges, which rain and wind had gradu-
ally worn away, until the highest peak, Mount Kosciusco, was
only 7328 feet above sea-level. This was the part of the continent
with good harbours, and therefore it attracted the first colonists.
Between these two elevated plateaux lay a wide plain which
never rose above 600 feet, and which, in the region of Lake Eyre,
actually sank below sea-level This plain was cut in halves by
two mountain-ranges, the Flinders range and the Grey range,